
Obviously, autumn is the season when we 
expect deciduous trees and shrubs to shed 
their leaves and November is the month 

when this activity is largely completed. This year 
has been a little different because many trees and 
shrubs lost their leaves early as a response to summer 
drought. Since then, I have noticed a few species, 
Hamamellis seems particularly affected, produced a 
small flush of  new leaves once the rain returned. 
My worry is that these leaves were from buds which 
should have burst next spring so, assuming these 
are shed before winter, I’m not quite sure what will 
happen next year?

I also fear that all the stress induced by the long, 
hot, dry summer will result in a lot of  die-back in 
trees and shrubs, especially those entering their 
twilight years, which will result in increased limb loss 
and trees blowing over as soon as we get storms and 
high winds. I think it would be a wise precaution to 
go out and check any large trees and shrubs that you 
may have, now that leaf-fall has exposed their woody 
structure, to see whether they are showing signs of  
disease, death or have begun to lean in a dangerous 
way. If  you spot a dangerous tree near a road, or in 
a public place, then report it to the Council before it 
can cause a problem. Even trees protected by a ‘Tree 
Preservation Order’ can be felled if  it is posing a 
danger due to advanced disease or imminent death.

In a ‘normal’ year November is the final chance 
for those activities which depend on the last vestiges 
of  warmth and active root growth—such as moving 
trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials and the like. It 
is also the first chance to start those tasks which rely 
on the lack of  plant growth and the onset of  winter 
dormancy; pruning of  roses, planting bare root stock, 
digging fallow soil.

If  you are one of  the growing number of  gardeners 

that has been seduced by exotic social media images 
of  showy dahlias, once horribly out of  fashion, then 
you’ll probably want to save any that you have planted 
out in the garden. It was traditional to wait until 
dahlia foliage was blackened by frost, before lifting 
and storing the tubers, but I think they’ll need lifting 
by now even if  they’ve not been frosted. Store the 
cleaned-up tubers, minus any attached soil or foliage, 
somewhere cold but frost-free; when I was a kid our 
family dahlia tubers lived in the garage over winter!

As a note of  difference; if  you have cannas in 
your garden, they lend a wonderfully exotic feel to a 
border, they should be dug out, to be kept frost-free 
over winter but, unlike dahlias, I find they cope better 
if  they are not allowed to completely dry out, once 
their foliage has been chopped down, but kept potted 
in, just barely, damp compost. They need to be kept 
cold enough to stay dormant but, like dahlia tubers, 
somewhere frost-free. This is a tricky balancing act, 
especially in modern, centrally heated, homes but 
a greenhouse with frost protection or an unheated, 
glazed, porch would suffice.

Other tender plants should be under cover with 
some frost protection by now. If  you can run 
power to your greenhouse then a simple electric 
greenhouse heater, with a ‘frost-guard’ setting, should 
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Basically; get on with bulb 
planting now!
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CELEBRATING 40 years in 
business, Marshall James is a 
family run business, and we 
specialise very much in the 
domestic side of  landscaping, 
the majority of  the work has 
been and continues to be the 
making or altering of  gardens.          

Our philosophy is that a client’s garden is an extension to 
their property, another room just as important, using their 
garden for their children, home, produce, or just easier to 
maintain, they might be coming into retirement or just have 
a busy working lifestyle. Our team, consisting of  Landscape 
Gardeners, Trainee / Assistant Landscaper Gardeners, and 
Labourers, have a combination of  skills and specialities 
enabling us to take on more complicated schemes, but never 
will we make a distinction between whether a garden is large 
or small, it is the client’s individual space whatever the size.   

Having worked alongside many well-known designers, 
time and experience has enabled us to offer an ‘in house’ 
design service where we blend our own ideas and styles 
with a wide range of  horticulture variables and individual 
aspirations of  our clients.    

The Company has competed twice at Chelsea Flower 
Show with the designer Nick Williams-Ellis. Our Jurassic 
Coastal Show Garden won a Silver medal and the Edible 

Playground Courtyard Garden 
won a Gold medal as well as 
the best Courtyard garden in 
show. It was a time of  both 
inspiration and a challenge 
to compete successfully 
against our peers at the very 
highest level, it was a massive 

achievement for the whole team.
The Company’s red vehicles with their distinctive logos 

have become a familiar site on the local roads for the last 40 
years. Our roots remain firmly in Beaminster with our yard 
in Tunnel Road behind Little Groves Nursery.

Our enthusiasm and passion for what we do is unchanged, 
each job has a fresh set of  challenges and the gardening year 
in cyclical and season dependent, ensuring that no task is the 
same and that there is always a new problem to overcome.

Whether it is pruning a client’s trees and shrubs, sorting 
out their roses and climbers, Marshall James can offer a full 
range of  services, design, hard and soft landscaping, and 
specialist maintenance.  

Please feel free to contact us to discuss any of  your queries. 
David James, Managing Director
Telephone 07971415762 / 01308863398 
Email marshalljamesgd@gmail.com 
Website www.marshalljamesgd.co.uk

Forty years of bringing gardens to life

protect your plants even when temperatures remain low 
for a prolonged period. Paraffin heaters are a bit more 
temperamental and they have the side effect of  producing 
water vapour plus carbon dioxide which can be a problem 
in a confined space.

Back outside; carry on with planting spring flowering 
bulbs. It was always recommended to wait until November 
to plant tulip bulbs as a means of  minimising the threat of  
‘Tulip Fire’ (a spore borne disease) but this seems to have 
been dialled down a bit these days. The ‘RHS’ advice is still 
to plant them now, with all other spring flowering bulbs 
“preferably planted by the end of  September”. I don’t 
think I ever get all my bulbs in by then and, in fact, many 
spring bulbs don’t even get delivered by September. Also, I 
often get seduced by those ‘last chance’ bulb offers which 
obligate late planting and, touch wood, so far I’ve got away 
with it. Basically; get on with bulb planting now!

Hopefully it won’t be so cold this month that all other 
gardening activities have to stop. Keep cutting grass, on 
a higher setting, if  it’s still growing. Rake up leaves where 
they threaten to swamp lawns or borders. Finish cutting 
evergreen hedges and topiary when it’s dry and warm 
enough. Make plans for those tasks which need ‘complete 
dormancy’ as winter is just around the corner.
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