Conductors Chloé van Soeterstede and Mark Wigglesworth Photograph by Mark Allan

New chief conductor
POOLE, EXETER AND TOURING
THE distinguished conductor Mark Wigglesworth
has been announced as the new chief conductor
of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. He will
take up the role at the start of the orchestra’s 2024-
25 season in September, when Kirill Karabits, the
BSO’s inspiring chief conductor for the past 15 years,
becomes Conductor Laureate and artistic director of
the oices from the East programme.

The orchestra has a packed programme of weckly
concerts at its home, Poole’s Lighthouse arts centre,
from September to June, with regular concerts at

56 The Marshwood Vale Magazine May 2024 Email inffo@marshwoodvale.com Tel. 01308 423031

Exeter, as well as occasional visits to Westlands

at Yeovil and Weymouth Pavilion, and recitals by
chamber groups through Artsreach, Dorset’s rural
touring charity.

Wigglesworth, who has been the BSO’s principal
guest conductor since 2021, is one of the world’s
leading conductors, recognised for his outstanding
musicianship, extraordinary interpretations and
breadth of repertoire. He has worked with the
Berlin Philharmonic, London Symphony, New York
Philharmonic and Royal Concertgebouw orchestras
and performed at the world’s most prestigious opera
houses. He will be the first British conductor to hold



the BSO post in more than 60 years. He is expected
to conduct five weeks in his first season, with this
number increasing to nine weeks from 2025/26.
The new principal guest conductor will be Chloé
van Soeterstede. The announcement follows her
recent guest appearances, where she has won praise
from the BSO’s musicians and audiences alike.
She was appointed the Taki Alsop Fellow 2019-21
by former BSO principal conductor Marin Alsop
and was a Dudamel Fellow with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic in its 2021-22 season. She trained as a
viola player before launching a career as a conductot,
and is a passionate advocate for music education.
BSO chief executive Dougie Scatfe says:
“We’re excited to share the truly world-class live
performances that both Mark and Chloé will
undoubtably bring to people throughout the South
West over the coming years. Life-empowering live
music is at the core of what we do, and we’re thrilled
Mark and Chloé shate our vision for how an orchestra
can proudly serve communities in and beyond the
concert hall.”

Remembering D-Day
DORCHESTER
THIS year marks the 80th anniversary of the D-Day

landings, the beginning of the end of the war in

The Glen Miller Orchestra

Europe, as huge numbers of Allied troops gathered
along the south and west coast of England, preparing
to invade France and free Europe from the curse of
the Nazis.

In Dortchester, a group of history students has been
researching historical archives, unearthing stories,
memories and intriguing facts about D-Day and
Dotchester for a unique community theatre project.

Their discoveries will be transformed into seven
small (10-minute) performances, to be presented
simultaneously around the town in an immersive story
trail, in early June.

Meanwhile, you can get in the mood (pun intended)
with the Glenn Miller Orchestra, coming for a
Dotchester Arts event on Saturday 11th May, at
Thomas Hardye School theatre at 7pm. Directed by
Ray McVay, the band takes the audience back into
the 1940s, with arrangements of all Glenn’s wartime
hits, including Moonlight Serenade, American Patrol, Little
Brown Jug, Tuxedo Junction—and, of course, In The
Mood.

The UK’s only official Glenn Miller tour features
the exact line-up devised by Glenn, alongside the
harmonies of the Moonlight Serenaders, the featured
vocalists and the orchestra’s own swinging jazz band,
The Uptown Hall Gang,
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WhatNot Theatre’s Flotsam and Jetsam’s Adventure To The Great Trash Vortex comes to Dorchester

A recycling adventure on the high seas
DORCHESTER
DORCHESTER Corn Exchange is the venue for
a fun show for all the family that has a serious
message—WhatNot Theatre’s Flotsam and Jetsam's
Adpenture To The Great Trash Vortex is on Wednesday
29th May at 2pm inviting landlubbers to join them for
bottle-top treasure, sea shanties and a giant plastic bag
squid.

Legendary pirates Flotsam and Jetsam are not
the buccaneers of folklore, they are the founding
members of the PPPI—Plastic Plundering Pirates
Initiative. Aboard the great PolymerPoseidon, the
most pliable ship on the high seas, constructed from
mere water bottles, Flotty and Jetty are on a quest
to boldly go where no pirate has gone before—the
Great Pacific Trash Vortex.

The show is an interactive experience about
recycling, with the odd movie reference and a pirate
twist.

He's the cat’s pyjamas
BRIDPORT
THE multi-talented comedian, broadcaster and actor
Griff Rhys Jones is back on the road with his much-
anticipated new stand-up tour, and will be sharing
his funny observations and comic stories with the
audience at Bridport’s Electric Palace on Friday 31st
May at 8pm.

There is no specific theme—the show varies as
Griff rambles through the many topics that swirl
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around us, from the national permacrisis to getting
old, from family to fraud, nostalgia to the Tik Tok
generation, smuggling crocodiles to dogs, drinks and
midnight trains. He takes questions from the audience
and lets rip as his associations wander.

Rep season auditions

LYME REGIS

AUDITIONS are being held at the Marine Theatre,
Lyme Regis, on Tuesday 30th April from 5pm and
Wednesday 1st May from 1pm, for the theatre’s 2024
summer rep season.

Following last year’s debut Marine Theatre in-house
production of David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, the
auditions provide an opportunity for local amateurs
to meet the professional team and find out what is
proposed.

Audition slots must be booked—www.
marinetheatre.com.

Folk star trio

BRIDPORT

LADY Maisery, one of this country’s finest all-
female folk trios, comes to Bridport Arts Centre at
Sunday 12th May at 7.30pm, playing songs from their
successful fifth studio album, Tender.

The combined vocal and multi-instrumental talents
of Rowan Rheingans, Hazel Askew and Hannah
James make up the uniquely captivating band which
has been delighting audiences all over the UK and
Europe for well over a decade.



Individually multi award-winning artists, Lady
Maisery have a unified voice, carrying stories of
sisterhood, human struggle, the joy of living and
the vitality of song with the “freshest possible
take on traditional music” (Folk Radio UK). Their
long-standing collaboration has been described as
“adventurous and beautiful” (Mark Radcliffe, Radio
2) “exquisite and thrilling” (The Guardian) with “a
generosity of spirit and joie de vivre that seems to
emanate from every minute of their recorded output
as well as from their exuberant live shows” (Folk
Radio UK).

Tender, released at the end of 2022, explores the
power in vulnerability, the tenderness of collective
wounds and the strength in kindness. It spent a whole
year in the Official Folk Chart’s top 40.

Pocket Sinfonia on tour

CONCERTS IN'THE WEST

THE May series of Concerts in the West brings the
quartet Pocket Sinfonia to Bridport Arts Centre on
Friday 17th May at 11.30am, IIminster Arts Centre
that evening at 7.30pm and the Dance House at
Crewkerne on Saturday 18th at 7.30pm.

Emil Duncumb, piano, Eleanor Cort, violin, Rosie
Bowker, flute, and Thomas Isaac, cello, formed
Pocket Sinfonia, using both modern and period
instruments, to recreate the atmosphere of 19th
century living room parties, where the intimacy of
chamber music performance could be applied to
orchestral-scale pieces.

Lady Maisery come to Bridport in May

This is made possible via vatious transcriptions by
composers of the 19th century, including Hummel
and Clementi. Pocket Sinfonia also make their own
arrangements, applying spontaneity and vigour to
creations that are not merely smaller versions of great
pieces, but are new and artistic in their own right.

The group has performed across the UK and Europe
including the Brighton Early Music Festival. They
have recently recorded their debut CD, the Symphony
Reimagined.

The programme for the Concerts in the West series
includes Mozart’s overture to The Magic Flute, arranged
by Hummel, CPE Bach’s Flute Quartet in A minor,
Haydn (arr. M Clementi) Symphony 102 in B flat major,
Fanny Mendelssohn’s Overture in C major and Mozart
(arr. Hummel) Symphony No 41 in C major, K551, Jupiter.

BRIDPORT

CHUBE, a young fusion band based in Cardiff,
comes to Bridport Arts Centre on Thursday 23rd May
at 7.30pm, bringing their exciting mix of folk and
electro-acoustic music.

The trio is led by Ben Creighton Griffiths (electric
harp and keyboards) with Ashley John Long (basses)
and Jon Bradford-Jones (drums). They draw their
inspiration from a wide variety of artists and genres
and write music that pushes the boundaries of their
instruments.

Ben uses effects processors to take the harp from
its regular, classical sound to a rock guitar through
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Top Six at the Flix

The Electric Palace, Bridport
Wicked Little Letters (2023)
“Gleefully sweary script and a competent

ensemble of British comedy’s finest” Ellen E
Jones, The Guardian.

The Electric Palace

Monkey Man (2024)

“There’s an undeniable passion here that
comes through in a genre that too often feels

like it came off an assembly line.” Roger
Ebert

Disney+

Cruella (2021)

“What could have been a mere IP cash-in
instead becomes an unexpectedly cinematic
crime-and-couture romp, delivered with
the sort of style, snarl and eccentricity that
Cruella herself would likely applaud. She
makes being bad look very good.” Empire

Netflix

Dark Waters (2019)

“a strong and involving, though understated,
example of this dying breed of film,
resonating with present-day feelings of
hopelessness at the brazen corruption on
display every day in the United States” Roger
Ebert

The Plaza, Dorchester

The Fall Guy (2024)

“The Fall Guy is funny, it’s sexy, and it
features the boy toy version of ‘Barbie’ MVP
Ryan Gosling — which is to say, this time
around, he embodies the ultimate action
figure.” Variety

Apple TV
First Cow (2019)

“A picture that’s both tranquil and dazzling,
two qualities that should be at odds with
one another yet somehow bloom in tandem
under Reichardt’s gentle touch.” Stephanie
Zacharek of Time Magazine

Indian classical dancer V'ibha Selvaratnam comes to Bridport Arts Centre

distortion, an ambient synth through delays and phasers, and much more.
Combined with innovative percussion and groovy bass riffs it all goes to
creating a totally unique jazz fusion.

Reincarnations in dance
BRIDPORT
INDIAN classical dancer Vibha Selvaratnam comes to Bridport Arts
Centre on Friday 24th May 7.30pm with Dashavatara (Ten reincarnations
of Vishnu, one of the principal deities in Hinduism).

The story is presented, with English narration, through the
Bharatanatyam, a beautiful, ancient, internationally popular Indian

classical dance style.
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Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure, a comedy adventure is touring in May

Vishnu descends to earth to save the wotld from its own excesses to
restore peace and harmony. As the world becomes more aware of the
troubles it faces, due to reckless human actions, the concepts in the show
have great relevance to issues facing us all.

Vibha Selvaratnam was awarded a Devon Ignite commission from
Exeter Phoenix arts centre for the initial development of this work.

Where there's a will ...

HONITON, LYME REGIS

ARTHUR Conan Doyle’s immortal creation, Sherlock Holmes, tackles
another curious case in Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure, a comedy adventure
by James Barry, coming to the Beehive Centre at Honiton on Friday 17th
May, the Palace Theatre at Paignton on Wednesday 22nd and the Marine
Theatre at Lyme Regis on Thursday 23rd.

Follow Sherlock Holmes and his incomparable sidekick Dr John
Watson on this riveting, hitherto unpublished case ... Damsel in distress
Lucy Matravers engages Holmes and Watson to resolve a dispute over a
family will. Little do they know that this small case brings Holmes straight
into the clutches of his arch enemy, James Moriarty.

This riotous spoof is played by four actors, with minimal furnishings
and a ton of jolly-good fun! It went down at storm at the Edinburgh
Fringe where it was described as “a wacky farcical adventure, which had
the audience laughing and delighting in moments of silliness.”

The tour also includes a performance on 8th June at Tiverton
Community Arts Theatre.

GPW

The Young Lit Fix

Keedie

By Elle McNicoll
Hllustration by Kay Wilson
Published by Knights Of
Paperback £7.99

Review by Nicky Mathewson

ELLE McNicoll has become a really
strong voice in children’s publishing
and a fierce advocate of neurodivergent
people. Being a neurodivergent author,
she tells stories with authenticity and
passion and it doesn’t get much more
passionate than this!

Keedie is trying to navigate her
teenage years like a ship through a
storm. Almost 14 she is a twin and
an older sibling, and she is autistic.
School is a daily challenge of being
misunderstood and painted with a
brush of being wantonly difficult,
uncooperative and disruptive.

What Keedie actually s, is kind,
thoughtful, passionate and funny.

She is also very stubborn and it is
because of this stubbornness that she
finds herself at the centre of an anti-
bullying scheme at school. Riled by the
injustice of bullies and the teachers’
blindness to it, she takes it upon herself
to stamp it out.

This is a fiery and necessary
handbook for all teens and teachers
and it’s a superb piece of advocacy for
those who are marginalised.

I loved it for its passion and honesty
and I know many autistic teens and
younger readers will love it too.

A fast paced story suitable for readers
aged 11+

10% off for Marshwood Vale readers at
The Bookshop on South Street, Bridport.
01308 422964 www.dorsetbooks.com

Tel. 01308 423031 The Marshwood Vale Magazine May 2024 61



New venue for Dallahan frontman

BRIDPORT

FOLK quartet Dallahan’s founding member and frontman Jack Badcock releases his first solo
album, Cosmography, early in May, and is heading out on a 16-venue UK tour to introduce his
many fans to the new songs.

He will be at Bridport’s British Legion Hall on Saturday 18th May, and at Ashburton Arts
Centre two days later—the only stops in the south of England.

The gifted guitarist has been lead vocalist of Dallahan (dubbed ‘the flying aces of Celtic folk’),
for the past decade. Jack was born in County Kilkenny, raised in Yorkshire and now hails from
Glasgow. The former finalist in the BBC Young Traditional Musician of the Year is known for
his soulful tenor voice and enigmatic, thought-provoking lyrics. Hear the new songs in Bridport,
at the Grade II listed hall in Victoria Grove.

Contemporary folk at the Marine

LYME REGIS

TWO of the big names of the contemporary folk scene are coming to the Marine Theatre at
Lyme Regis in May—the high-energy Talisk will be appearing on Thursday 16th, and Peter
Knight’s Gigspanner Big Band with Raynor Winn follow on Monday 20th.

Talisk, Mohsen Amini (concertina), Benedict Mortis (violin) and Charlie Galloway (guitar), are
a Scottish trio who have become one of the most talked-about folk bands of the 21st century,
tearing up folk stereotypes and redefining the genre for almost a decade. They have played to
sell-out crowds across five continents—from Paris to New York, London to Tokyo, Glasgow to
Vancouver—alongside headline appearances at global festivals.

Their many awards include five from BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio Scotland, as well as two
highly coveted BBC Alba Scots Traditional Music Awards.

Saltlines is a folk phenomenon that has its roots deep in the south west. It is a prose and
music collaboration, that brings together the bestselling author Raynor Winn and folk-roots
supergroup, the Gigspanner Big Band, which features some of the most celebrated names on
the British folk scene.

Together they have created an emotional odyssey which explores the beauty, stories and
traditions of the region. The Salt Path, Raynor Winn’s best-selling first book, is the chronicle of
how she and her husband Moth channelled loss into hope and rediscovery against the backdrop
of the South West Coast Path.

Such a well-trodden trail holds
many morte stories of love, loss and
the natural world, told in traditional
songs, collected, archived and waiting
to be revealed afresh. Sa/t/ines is based
on compositions by Raynor artfully
wrapped around songs and tunes that
were originally gathered, from what
would become the South West Coast
Path, by the great song collectors

Cecil Sharp and Sabine Baring-
Gould Peter Knights Gigspanner Big Band with Raynor Winn




Jack Badcock by Elly Lucas




Reviews

Historical Novels reviewed by John Davis

Act Of Oblivion by Robert Harris

The number one bestseller

ROBERT Harris is well known for his impeccably researched novels based on
historical events with Fatherland, Munich and V2 among the better known of
them.

This time he’s turned his attention to the Restoration period of the seventeenth
century and the relentless hunt for the regicides—the fifty-nine men who signed
the death warrant that led to the execution of Chatles I and, as a result, are
deemed guilty of high treason.

27 Ten years on, those who fought on the ‘wrong side’ in The Civil War have been
0 BLI:“ ON pardoned by the Act of Oblivion. The regicides though are not exempt and, while
- ~— ~ | some have since died or been executed, those that remain are still being hunted
down wherever they have taken refuge.

Hot on their heels is Harris’ own creation, regicide chaser-in-chief Richard
Nayler, who is prepared to go to any lengths and travel any distance to bring these
fugitives to justice and claim the bounty on their heads.

Naylot’s chief quarry are real life Parliamentarians from the period, General Edward Walley and his son-in-law
Colonel William Goffe who are forced to flee to the colonies of the New World as the ‘cat and mouse’ game
intensifies.

in heas since Fathadand
Sunday Tima

You don’t need to be a history buff to enjoy the story as Harris is great at adding detail to the narrative. A slight
criticism is that, at just over 460 pages, the book is perhaps overlong with the chapters dealing with the protracted
pursuit in the New World losing some of the impetus of earlier sections.

First published by Hutchinson Heinemann

#".- 23 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
ALL THE | | .
ACCORDING to the author, this book was ten years in the researching,
LIGHT planning and writing and, certainly from the readers point of view, it was all very
worthwhile.
WE To say Doerr has a way with words is an understatement. He can bring a scene
to life in a sentence yet he never uses the finer detail with which he fills in his

CANNOT broader brush-strokes just to eke out pages or to hamper the fast-moving plot. It is
ok highly appropriate that another priceless gem, the elusive Sea of Flames diamond,
lies at the core of the novel’s action.

Two very disparate characters form the centrepiece of the story, Marie-Laure
(pronounced Mari-Lor) LeBlanc, a teenage blind French girl and orphan Werner
Pfennig, a talented young German radio engineer, whose joint love of the spoken
word over the air-waves set them on an inextricable crossing of paths in bomb
ravaged St. Malo at the end of the Second World War.

Along the way there are positive interactions from Marie-Laure’s doting father
Daniel, one-time principal locksmith at the National Museum of Natural History in Paris, the reclusive Great-Uncle
Etienne and the homely Madame Manec.

Every story needs its villain and here Marie-Laure’s chief protagonist is Sergeant Major Reinhold von Rumpel,

a sadistic Nazi officer, who seems oblivious to the rest of the conflict going on around him as he scours much of
Europe trying to locate the missing Sea of Flames and the magical power he thinks it has.

Don’t be daunted by the 530 pages in the paper-back version as the action is split into very short easily managed
sections—a boon indeed especially for the bed-time reader when faced with the remains of a long chapter as the
eye-lids begin to droop.

Published by Harper Collins
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